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Services Selecting Your Laptop Resolution to the Projector

Some of the classrooms have been outfitted with new widescreen projectors to replace older projectors
that have worn out. The new projectors require a different setting on your laptop than the older standard-
screen projectors.

The Crestron control panel at each smart desk is labeled with either “widescreen” or “standard size” to
indicate whether the classroom has new projector or old projector. Follow the instructions below to know
how to set your laptop with each of these projectors.

If You Use a Windows Laptop

Follow the instructions below for configuring your Windows laptop for use with either of the projector
types:

Choose Presentation or Display Scheme

Notebook only (factory default)

Same display on Laptop and monitor/projector (Presentation pwr scheme]
Same display on notebook and monitor/projector

Smartdesk Standard Size (1024 x 768)

Smartdesk Widescreen (1280 x 800)

Extended display across notebook and monitor/projector

Extended Desktop across Laptop and monitor/projector ([Normal pwr scheme]
Extended display with Presenter View enabled

Extended Desktop with Presenter View enabled

=] ) Manage Schemes... {}) Fn+F7 Settings... X ) Cancel

Figure 1

e Connect the display cable from the smart desk to your laptop as you normally do.

e Hit the Fn+F7 key combination to bring up the ThinkVantage Presentation Director (see Fig. 1).

e Select “Smartdesk Widescreen (1280 x 800)” or “Smartdesk Standard Size (1024 x 768)” according
to the corresponding label on the smart desk.

e The corresponding option is the best to ensure that the projector image fills the drop-down screen in
the classroom. However, you may notice that the confidence monitor at the smart desk will cut off the
image in the Widescreen classrooms. This is normal and can’t be changed due to the size difference
between the monitor and the image projected by the projector. What you see on your laptop screen,
though, should match what your class sees on the pull-down screen.

(Continued on next page)
Projectors: Selecting Laptop Resolution Created on 2/4/19 10:42:00 AM Page 1 of 3

/Volumes/its/Technology Services/Instructional Technology/Help Sheets/Epson Widescreen Projectors/HELP SHEET-Projectors-Selecting_Your_Laptop_Resolution_to_the Projector-February
2019.docx



If You Use a Mac Laptop

e Connect the display cable from the smart desk to your laptop as you normally do.
e Depending on the classroom you are in, you may need to change your laptop settings manually.
e Go to “System Preferences” and select the “Displays” option (see Fig. 2).

800 System Preferences
[ <[> | showai | al
R
E B B O e Q
Appearance Desktop & Exposé & Intermational Security Spothght
Screen Saver Spaces
Hardware
u L — - Q
mm CDs I DVDs Energy Keyboard & Trackpad Print & Fax
Saver Mouse
Internet & Network
MabileMe Network QuickTime Sharing
System
K ¢ o & & @ @
Accounts  Date & Time  Parental Software Speach Startup Disk  Time Machine  Universal
Controls Update Access
Other
FlipadMac Growl m-v Mnnn M-:WSE
WMy
Figure 2

e After you select “Displays” you will see two windows. The one called “Color LCD” is for your
laptop screen, and the one called “Display” is for the display output of the projector. To make your
laptop content display correctly on the pull-down screen, you need to select the correct resolution in
the “Display” window (see Fig. 3).
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(To allow for quicker access to the “Displays” settings in the future, you can check the “Show
displays in menu bar” box. This will put an icon on the upper menu bar that will show your most
recent display selections (see Fig.4). The “Display” window (Fig. 3) also has an option to “Detect
Displays” so that when you connect your laptop to the smart desk the set up will be a little quicker.)
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Figur 4 -

e For smart desks labeled as “widescreen,” choose the “1280 x 960, 60Hz” option. For smart desks
labeled as “standard size,” choose the “1024 x 768, 60Hz option.

e The corresponding option is the best to ensure that the projector image fills the drop-down screen in
the classroom. However, you may notice that the confidence monitor at the smart desk will cut off the
image in the Widescreen classrooms. This is normal and can’t be changed due to the size difference
between the monitor and the image projected by the projector. What you see on your laptop screen,
though, should match what your class sees on the pull-down screen.
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